Ladies and Gentlemen, Distinguished speakers,
It is my honour to speak at such an event, for I am certain that we can hardly overrate the importance of the EU-Turkey relations and Turkey EU accession process. Mr Egemen Bagis has pointed out, and for that matter many others have as well, Turkey presents a bridge between Europe and the Muslim world. But this is not and can not be enough. Turkey can not be just a tool. Turkey should not be an object, but a subject and part of EU. Having this in mind, it is of utmost importance that Ankara continues headstrong and determined with the reforms that pave the way towards Brussels. At this moment, a prosperous, stable and Westward-looking Turkey is the key to the regional stability and beyond, the EU key energy and security partner. Having this mind, I would take this opportunity to congratulate the Turkish Government on its achievements and the sweeping transformations it has started and in some cases already completed in the EU accession reforms. At the same time, I am absolutely certain that given its economic, demographic and political resources Turkey can do much more and much faster when it comes to fulfilling all the criteria for the membership in the EU. By accelerating its reform efforts Turkey would send much-needed signals to the European-enlargement sceptics. Ankara commitment to the strategic goal of eventual entry into the fold of the EU has done much good to Turkey image. This commitment has to persist.

Observing Mezopotamija from Mardin is nice and very interesting, but I am more interesting about perception of Turkey from their neighbourhood. I am wondering do they see just white half-moon and star or they recognise European stars on your flag as well. I believe that they consider Turkey as a Europe. All the Turkey neighbours are by definition future direct EU neighbours.

Turkey has lately sent many positive signals in this respect. Mr Erdogan government has won an enviable prestige by its recent foreign-policy decisions, dedication to systematic reforms and constructive role it has played as a mediator in the Middle East conflicts. In my opinion, Turkey has yet to take full advantage of the rich well of opportunities it can play as a regional actor which brings stability and predictability to this usually politically volatile area. I welcome this trend in Turkish politics and I hope it will continue well into the future. 
I would like to focus more on the role of Turkey as a crucial deal-broker between the EU and the East and stability provider for this region of vital importance. It has become almost pedestrian to point out the fact that Turkey, as a secular democracy with a predominant Muslim population, is the key to the region's stability. However, precisely this twofold nature of the country enables it to be an indispensable security actor and potentially to become an irreplaceable asset for the EU security structure. Turkey is at the same time member of NATO, G20, OECD and the Organization of the Islamic Conference. It is has a record of a half a century alliance with the US and strong ties to its Muslim eastern neighbours. As such, Turkey has facilitated peace efforts between Syria and Israel, Afghanistan and Pakistan, Russia and Georgia, etc. I express my strong support for Ankara efforts in this direction and I welcome the ongoing initiatives. 
I remember on debates in late nineties when I was a Chair of foreign affairs committee in our national parliament. We were gathering twice per year when our friend, chair of Turkish Foreign affairs committee was asking a provocative question without any answer - In which century of the next millennium Turkey might eventually become EU member? It was a complete silence. But situation was changed very much since that time. In the first dacade of the first century Turkey has became EU candidate, candidate with the date that is already negotiating for a full membership.
Turkey has the unique opportunity to fully establish itself as the mediator between the EU and the Middle East and beyond. As a member of the Foreign Relations Committee of the European Parliament I would argue that this is an exceptional chance and great responsibility at the same time. By playing the constructive role in this ever-changing arena of the relations between the West and the East, Turkey will make the case for its European bid in a very convincing and lucid way.  
There are many instances of how the Turkish government has made progress. The establishment of the diplomatic ties between Ankara and Yerevan is a highly welcomed act which sets the standards higher for multilateral relations in the region. Despite many disagreements and opposing views, the two governments have overcome all obstacles and made the accord possible. I hope that ratification of this agreement will soon be carried out successfully. The Turkish government must not give in to the pressure from Azerbaijan- it has to develop and maintain good and strong ties with all its neighbours, including Armenia. 
I will try to sum up what I have just outlined. The very place we are currently in, the charming multi-cultural and multi-ethnic town of Mardin, is the embodiment of what Turkey along with the whole region could look like. There are large groups of Kurds, Turks, Arabs, as well as Armenians living side by side. Mardin should not be unique in this - it should set an example for the entire region from Nagorno-Karabakh to Iraq. Turkey should transform itself to a more open multicultural, multiethnic and multi-religious society. By definition Turkey should aspire to become a European Union in itself. Our EU logo is united in diversity. Isn't it the best logo for a future EU Turkey as well? 

I express my full support for the reforms that are being carried out by the Turkish government and I hope that we will, as partners, do even more in the future for Turkey EU prospects.

You need to be more ambitious. Mardin should be a study case. It is nice what we have seen here in Mardin. But you need to spread the Mardin way of life, a social practicing of coexistence and mutual respect all around Turkey itself should be a Mardin case.
I thank you for your time.
JK
